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YOUTH PORK 
AMBASSADOR
Learn. Lead. Connect. Earn.

A Year-Long Opportunity to Explore Missouri’s Pork Industry

GROW

Develop leadership and 
communication skills while 
representing MPA and the 
swine industry.

EXPLORE

Gain hands-on exposure to 
pork production, industry events 
and career opportunities.

CONNECT

Build relationships with pork 
producers and allied industry 
professionals.

The Missouri Pork Association’s Youth Pork Ambassador Program provides students with an opportunity to become 
actively involved in Missouri’s pork industry while developing valuable leadership, communication and professional skills. 
Throughout the year, the Ambassador participates in pork industry events, connects with producers and allied industry 
professionals, explores career opportunities and represents the Missouri Pork Association and the swine industry.

WHAT THE AMBASSADOR RECEIVESWHAT THE AMBASSADOR RECEIVES
•	 $1,000 educational scholarship, payable to a technical school, community college or four-year university.

•	 Opportunities to attend Missouri and national pork industry events.

•	 Job-shadowing opportunities with professionals in the pork industry.

•	 Networking and relationship-building with producers and allied industry members.

•	 Two Youth Pork Ambassador shirts.

•	 Reimbursement for lodging and travel expenses in accordance with MPA policy.

WHO CAN APPLY?

Missouri residents who are high school seniors through college 
sophomores and are involved in the pork industry or have a 
parent/guardian involved in the pork industry. Additional eligibility 
requirements apply.

APPLICATION DEADLINE

December 11, 2026
Complete guidelines and 
application materials are included 
in this packet.

Questions?  Diane Slater  •  Missouri Pork Association  •  (573) 445-8375  •  diane@mopork.com
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PROGRAM GUIDELINES
Eligibility Requirements
•	 Must be a resident of Missouri.
•	 Must be a high school senior through a college sophomore as of January 1 of the year the program begins.
•	 Must be involved in the pork industry or have a parent/guardian involved in the pork industry as an owner, operator or 

allied industry professional. 
•	 Must have reliable personal transportation.
•	 Must plan to continue education at a technical school, community college or four-year university.
•	 Students may apply more than once; however, a student may only be selected as a Youth Pork Ambassador once and 

may only receive one Pork Industry Scholarship.
•	 The scholarship must be used within one year of completion of the program.

The Ambassador will be notified 
by January 15, 2027 and officially 
announced at the Missouri Pork 
Expo on February 23, 2027.

ROUND 1
Application Review

Application, three letters of 
recommendation and current 
transcript.

Selected applicants meet with a 
selection panel at the Missouri Pork 
Association office. Be prepared to 
discuss your knowledge of the pork 
industry and organizational issues.

ROUND 2
Personal Interview

FINAL SELECTION
Program Announcement

Selection Process

Ambassador Experience & Responsibilities
The Ambassador will begin the program with the 2027 Missouri Pork Expo and finish the program with the 2028 Missouri 
Pork Expo. The Ambassador is expected to participate in required events and represent the Missouri Pork Association and 
the swine industry in a professional manner. Dates below are subject to change.

REQUIRED EVENT 2026 DETAILS

2027 Missouri Pork Expo February 23, 2027 • Osage Beach, Missouri

World Pork Expo June 8-9, 2027 • Des Moines, Iowa

Missouri Youth Pork Institute June 14-16, 2027 • Columbia, Missouri

Missouri Pork Classic Golf Tournament June 22, 2027 • Boonville, Missouri

Missouri State Fair (must attend 2 events, TBD) August 12, 13, 19, 2027 • Sedalia, Missouri

2028 Missouri Pork Expo February, 2028 • Osage Beach, Missouri

Substitutions: If the Ambassador is unable to attend one of these events, other events may be substituted with approval. 
If the required number of events are not attended, the Missouri Pork Association reserves the right to reduce or eliminate 
the scholarship.
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MISSOURI YOUTH PORK AMBASSADOR APPLICATION
Student Information
Please provide complete and current information. 

First Name_________________________	 Middle Initial_________		 Last Name_______________________

Age_______________		  Date of Birth______________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________

City______________________________	 State______________		  Zip_______________

Phone Number___________________________	 Email_______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Information
Name________________________________________		 Name________________________________________

Relationship___________________________________		 Relationship___________________________________

Address______________________________________		  Address______________________________________

City____________________State______Zip_________		 City____________________State______Zip_________

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

School_________________________________	

Grade______________

Expected graduation_______________________

COLLEGE STUDENTS

School_________________________________	

Major__________________________________

Minor__________________________________

Academic advisor________________________

Expected degree completion________________

Student Experience
List academic honors, extracurricular activities, offices/leadership positions held, and interests.

List agricultural-related coursework, activities or experiences.



List employment experience.

Tell Us About You
Your responses help the selection panel understand your interests, experience and goals. Be specific and use examples 
when possible.

1.  Pork Industry Connection
The eligibility requirements state that the applicant must be involved in the pork industry or have a parent/guardian 
involved in the pork industry. Please describe your connection to the pork industry.

2.  Career & Future Plans
What are your current career interests and educational plans? How do you see the pork industry or agriculture fitting into 
your future?

3.  Why You?
Why are you interested in becoming an Ambassador, and what would you bring to the program?

4.  Ambassador Goals
What do you hope to learn or gain from serving as an Ambassador? What skills, experiences or connections would be 
most valuable to you?

5.  Leadership & Communication
Describe a leadership or communication experience that has helped prepare you to represent an organization, group, 
school or agricultural program.
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RECOMMENDATIONS & SUBMISSION
Three letters of recommendation and a current transcript are required with the application.

Name_______________________

Relationship__________________

Phone______________________

REFERENCE #1

Name_______________________

Relationship__________________

Phone______________________

Name_______________________

Relationship__________________

Phone______________________

REFERENCE #2 REFERENCE #3

Application Checklist
•	 Completed Youth Pork Ambassador application
•	 Three letters of recommendation
•	 Current academic transcript

Certification
I certify that the information provided in this application is correct and complete. I understand that, if selected, I am 
expected to abide by the standards, responsibilities and regulations of the Missouri Pork Association Youth Pork 
Ambassador Program.

Applicant Signature							       Date

_______________________________________________________			   _________________________

Missouri Pork Association
Attn: Diane Slater
6235 West Cunningham Drive
Columbia, MO 65202

Deadline: December 11, 2026
Selected students will be notified to schedule an interview.

SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION

Questions? Contact Diane Slater at (573) 445-8375, or diane@mopork.com.
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